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Press Release 
 

ITB Berlin 2024: Expand your own portfolio of sustainable travel with the Import 
Promotion Desk 
Import Promotion Desk presents over 35 tourism companies from Ecuador, Nepal, Tunisia, 
Uzbekistan and the new partner country Sri Lanka at ITB Berlin. 
 
Bonn/Berlin, 07.02.2024 – Sustainable travel from developing and emerging countries is the focus 
of the Import Promotion Desk (IPD) booth at the ITB Berlin, the world's leading tourism trade fair. 
From 5-7 March, European tour operators will have the opportunity to get to know more than 35 
tourism companies from Ecuador, Nepal, Tunisia, Uzbekistan and Sri Lanka at the IPD booth (Hall 
4.1 booth 210). Tourism companies from Sri Lanka will also be present for the first time. As a 
destination, Sri Lanka offers a wide range of holiday options - including active, cultural and wellness 
holidays. At the same time, there are a large number of small and sustainable tour operators and 
accommodation providers on the island in the Indian Ocean. The IPD arranges direct contact 
between interested event organisers and local ecological providers. The IPD is a project of the 
German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development. Its services are neutral and 
free of charge. 
 
Focus: Sustainable offers 
"As an initiative to promote imports and tourism, we support European tour operators in expanding 
their portfolio of sustainable travel", says Marius Thümmrich, expert for sustainable tourism at IPD.  
"Our goal is to promote ecological, economic and socially responsible tourism that strengthens local 
communities and creates financial stability." All tourism companies that are included in the IPD 
programme have been visited in advance, carefully checked by IPD experts and prepared for 
European market requirements.  
 
Authentic experiences  
"Once-in-a-lifetime" experiences, authentic experiences and remote locations are becoming 
increasingly important in tourism. They are seen as the new luxury that many consumers are looking 
for. The companies in the IPD programme offer a wide range of opportunities to make these special 
experiences in nature and with people. In Ecuador, travellers can experience the country's 
biodiversity through eco-lodges and trekking tours. In Sri Lanka, for example, kayaking trips 
through a national park offer a special insight into nature and wildlife, and an innovative tour 
operator in Tunisia organises desert tours with a glamping character. 
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Women-only tours 
With the category "Women-only tours", the IPD has created a new offer that meets the demand for 
travel by women for women. At the same time, these special trips promote local women, create 
employment opportunities and support gender equality and empowerment. In Nepal, a partner 
company offers trips for women and also enables victims of human trafficking to train as trekking 
guides and gain career prospects in tourism. In Uzbekistan, a women-run company organises trips 
for women only to promote encounters between local and travelling women. 
 
IPD at ITB Berlin: Hall 4.1 Booth 210 
 
Partners in Transformation: Import Promotion Desk with new logo 
The Import Promotion Desk (IPD) is part of the newly-founded development policy network "Partners 
in Transformation - Business & Development Network". The Federal Ministry for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (BMZ) is bundling its programmes for economic actors in this new 
network. The common goal of the "Partners in Transformation" is to drive forward socio-ecological 
and feminist economic transformation in the partner countries. Under the new logo and new brand 
"Partners in Transformation - Business & Development Network", IPD will intensify its networking of 
companies from developing and emerging countries with European partners.  
 
Import Promotion Desk (IPD)  

The Import Promotion Desk (IPD) is an initiative to promote imports in Germany. The IPD forms a link between small and 
medium-sized enterprises in selected developing and newly industrialising countries and European importers. The aim 
is to integrate the partner countries into global trade, thus making a contribution to sustainable economic, social and 
ecological development in these countries. 

IPD opens access to the EU market for small and medium-sized enterprises from the partner countries and supports 
them in establishing trade relations. IPD opens up new sources of supply in the partner countries for European 
importers who want to organise their entrepreneurial commitment in a sustainable way and supports them in the 
procurement process for certain products and services. 

The IPD is currently active in 21 countries: Brazil, Cambodia, Colombia, Côte d'Ivoire, Ecuador, Egypt, Ethiopia, Ghana, 
Indonesia, Kenya, Madagascar, Morocco, Nepal, Peru, Senegal, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Tanzania, Tunisia, Ukraine, and 
Uzbekistan. IPD focuses on specific sectors: fresh fruit and vegetables, natural ingredients for food, pharmaceuticals 
and cosmetics, sustainable fish and seafood, cut flowers, sustainable tourism, and IT outsourcing. 

The global development organisation sequa gGmbH is responsible for setting up and implementing the IPD in close 
cooperation with the German Wholesale, Foreign Trade and Services Association (BGA). The IPD is funded by the German 
Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ).  

IPD is part of the "Partners in Transformation - Business & Development Network", into which the BMZ programmes for 
economic actors are organised. The aim of "Partners in Transformation" is to promote socio-ecological and feminist 
economic transformation in the partner countries. 

Further information at www.importpromotiondesk.de 
 
  

http://www.importpromotiondesk.de/
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For further information please contact: 

Import Promotion Desk (IPD) 
Sandra Freiberg 
IPD Coordinator Marketing /PR 
Phone: +49 (0) 228 909 00 81 63 
E-Mail: freiberg@importpromotiondesk.de 
 

Press contact 
Annegret Winzer 
w communications 
Phone: +49 (0) 30 23 99 72 14 
E-Mail: a.winzer@w-communications.de 

 
 
 


